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paron durlet de Chokier, Regent ot Belgium.

Kings of Remarkable Country Have
B:en Few in Number but Large
in Ability, Says Auathor

wedd from First Poge. tPrinca Leopold transferred his proe

- posa.s to the new reigning family and
defy thelr French suzerain. From the sought an alllance with an Orleans prin-
time of Louls VI to the end of the cess, but Louls Philippe would not llsten

Cont

fourteenth century a continuous struge (o his proposa.s. The King of the
gle took place tween the Flemings French was suil lees inclined to lisien
and the in Kines of Frunce, in to them when they were renewed in
which the Femings would ha suc- connection with the candidature of
cumbed but for the aid of | L I'rince Leopold to the Be.gian throne,

Flanders lost territory in the long war When the allled sovercigns came o
that followed that astounding vktory, london In 1815 the most briiliant officer
but she regained her dyrasty and her (0 their suite was the youag Pr.nce
independence.  The supnort of England «eobold of Saxe-Coburg. Cadet of the

German ducal famiy of Coburg, he had

protected her avainst fresh aggression < f
on the part of Franci At this perioad passed bravely, even gloriously, throush
i ‘,lf l s A ¢ triendshin " i many vicissitndes, Napoleon had se'zed
! : kg 8 FARSIMS SHi0Y, ME his fav er's states and revenues, When
eemmerce bound Flanders to England, | . il f b "
Gt nhmbaie ok Bleninis ' ans s D was a child his family was obliged to
' R rely, a time, on the kindness of their

Led then VeR o A of 1 I )
3 i iy in th } army; ol W servanis for naecessirles. Throughount

.al:n th--'” ror, These, the con- g poyhood the family remained runk
quest achieved, remained In and. |y gebt, forced to live in the most
The Ges which bound Delgium  to | meagre manner, almost weekly borrow-

France grew weaker and more weak as ' ng fresh sums from one of their men
dissters swept over France during the ¢ usiness, who was always offcred
Rundred Years War. At the sime time | Jewels, p ate or other valuable ohjecis
the lesser principalities in Bolglum be. 18 security Like every other prince-
came merged In the grester ones g ng in Europe, Leopold of Saxe-Coburg
the 1 f demarcatlon traced at Ver- | found himself, pot willingly, In Nae
dun was sradually blottedd out In the boleon’s court Napole declared e
fouriecnth century the older dvnastles Was tl most handsome man he had
died ) r lines and theh er seen, and wanied vitach him to
SBtates pass » tance to three & «taff, but Prince Leopold had ny res
fore kv mses The ¢ Luxem ire to enter the imperor's service, a 1
burg becum f while ra-| ™ the ald of Josephine, it s sa.d, man-
taln ng 1 % wiler of wzed to avold it

Holland, 2 08 Hanaut snd Liose .Iin- sorved in the Russian army azainset
wnd 13 1ndy £ 1 " " < TET L Napoleon, was ralsed agulckly to the
'.. I 1 ‘_ . _l : : -1: : :':.'1 .{Tr,r'.!: rank of Calonel, made aide-de-camp to
iy 2 b . FIA AP PeATeC he iperor and when he arrivea n
Sange St '8 OF s rivass, and the iy Lesides the orders which e.li-
M !.“ genus of Philippe le Bon trl- eviery German prince's bronst
dnphed over the second. In the middle | 1. wore rs he had won for bravery
of th te il the lay prin- | 5y the fle

o“Apalities of thy wintries excep He wag voung, beautiful, brave, ac-
Gueldreiand  w ted the Grand! .omplished, hgh born and poor. Noj
Dake of the Oceid 18 their hereditary winer did the self-willed helress to the|
Prince. and the ecclislustical States of | hrone of England see him than she!
Ciunbral, Livge and Utrecht, the Bigshops | vesolved th marry him. The engage-
af whis were members of his famiy, ment of Princess Charlotte to  the
were placed under that Prince’'s pro- | hereditary Prince of Orange had just

on Cheen  announced Without hesitatlon

enthusiastically. He was enthroned In
Brussels In the open air, with somewhin

| of theatrical display and scene shifters’

awatery., The steps of the Chuoch
St. Jacques, on (e top of Condenbore
“the eold hill,” were transformed (nt \
great plaiform, on which gtand the mem
bers of the Congrese and the other notas-
bilties of the revolution, grou;
the regent, Surlet de Chokler, w il In
a gilded chair,

Leopold had landed In France and
travelled with as much speed as possihie
to the Relglan capltal. At Coudenbers
he dismounted and took his place
chalr placed near that of the r
Thereupon Surlet de Choklor moade
long epeech, telling of what he had done
as regent, and resigned his recency. The
gpeech finished, the gilt chnrs v !
a throne appeared, Leopold pronoanced
the few words which form the =i
but sufficlent oath o f the I leion Ik
and mounted the throne,

Whatever I'rince laop
burg may have been dquris i
his widowhood in England Leopold |
Pelgium, from the first  moment
landed on Belglan ground, provesd 1ome-
self an enllightened and enores

el ar mnad

on N

nt.

q

ereign. In the contest with the Due!
he bravely exposed himscif 1 kKinge
Nothing but a chance Incld nt proventod

him from being taken prison

It was not his fault that he had

the assistance of France t T
French army came and went . Nothin
was exacted by France for her aod T
marriage between King [ ey and
daughter of Louls Phillppe wos glrend
armanged,  Burt while

Fra L L |
| avthing, Holland, although agaln
quered, managed to gain much
treaty which had taken such a

time In the making was broken; o
passed before a new treaty was made 1o
which Holland consented Under the

new treaty, on a diplomatlc pretext

teci Luxemburg was taken giun
By these chanves the work of cen- | she flung aver that drunken boor, and given ta the Duteh King, bart of
tries was completed. A new state ap- | The P'rincess never forgot she was Limburg was a '”‘1_' e
peared on he map between France and "¢ T to the English throne, and the S o0 (B (L (0 R o
Germany, Aot orly precursor, but direct | 'rince was content she should not for- o7, Tl L E0 Ie
and legitimate ancestor of the modern | "t It Hefore her marrlage her bear- g b
kingdom:+ of Be'glum and Holland, The  "T W08 as unresirained as her wild! o o0 =00 o 00 .
political organization ecreated hy the Mother's had been. Ehe was a tomboy, o y = e L i :
Bureundian dukes in Belglum remained | Aprelous, satirical: and fond of m- K:'T“""_"“ RINTH) 0 H
bisls of that country's nationad (n- | "hief, but kindhearied. She gained in 0 ’]lr Pl i
iens untd e end of the old regime. nimness and self-contro. after her mar- “. P i e ot
t the changes of kingdoms and | “'wse. Her short married 1'fe was one ' try of I:.n':.m.' the ' \ bapie
esx Dlgoam was neither absorbed i f unbroken happliness Itn end was the river leading 1o her @
nnexed nill the French revolu il the more sad bhecanse due exerc.se M r(‘ul‘< iy and port
I then her annexation to FPrance Lof mediea!l =k'll eculd have uu:r‘lv:l It of another ow hiw I
momentary, By the marrage When he came to England King Leo- In the present G
Mary of Burgundy with Maximiikp 010 Drought with him a doctor, ChriE-  The greatest trium) pald 1
i Austy siep.re of Bogium passed | N Brorkmar, who wis T_“!"'"""'"”"l Twas the opening of ‘ |
iBto the hin f tie Hapsbhurgs, 1p0ife his guide in all political affairs .‘l!'l'] King, In achivving P
wWiis Burgundy that the 'V,”"lr of his consclance “.""" mbor of Daron Lam ’
Kinzs and B rs of Spain and Aus- "HE B ""lfl!l-‘lf was prom 1"" f_r":“ e he permanent stall of | (BT an |
trin ruled over the Low Countries pogition of doctor to lll"l( of private gece ign Office: but the Ki o N grathity
When ¢ I ins announced their |FY1ATY and ennobled, Unhappily he wos andy for it himsef. 1 e
ntention o e.ect o King ihe French de- |3 CRULIOUS As .""' Prince. whom the ..o iy povered in Belglum, whar |
Ar a4 wilth m ¥ clamor, In which pEinos ', 'M:.'m ".'knm:l_wl the .‘.“"”'”' In this matter {8 scareely rem
Logitim ind  Bonapart- Fay-a«Pen, Wil Briaones ‘t“narl..vu: Heedless of his §1l healih King L
§18 Jolned e i Frenchman was | ®A8 8bout to bear a child 8tockmar . vored from court to court
it Bkt R r1 s <aw, as he admits in his memoirs, :?‘r! his personul Inflience with the
Al thls perald Belglom was erowded t!" treatment given to her by the Eng- elgns to obtain thelr consent
Sith e ftom Heabon: Aokl sh  doctors was wrong Instead of | oo tor paying off Helland and
? rior W ; srtiowtite, These miflding up her strengih they put the (hx sh pping in the Sch ¢ |
i ; 1 1rrineess on low diet and bled her con- || : : .
exilos wop nto two camps, one of | i Boilimnr Al hot hint a sovd |32 the King the chlef credit =
wh va | soib of the Liberais, ! 'ml S i ”l i iy would be, he measures which made Antwes
W i 1] vir conntrey tol A THMSPAT SR 2 SRR ; Cof the greatest ports of Farope and 14
ercupe trom the police of Charles X "r"".. for him, a foreizner, to Iu‘!h |&lumn the fourth (n-muu-rw..nli 'ower
s were nrary exiles slnee 'll'r_:‘_nlhf _“h_'”.:vl r\‘-r‘“'_“”l'ﬁ 11.|‘.|r:-‘l‘l 'Y'l'-' he world,
he July r n iy remained in "_:Il,u"\:.r'lmgg... Iy n,‘..‘_..“ 4:,.,_1':‘, [ A strain of melancholy ran througed
.'-: bl / £ iIRY be cnuse of [ goe onrs in abor.  The Mnelish docs | KINE Leopold’s life, He lived p 1y
ti»s Frey ( nn 1t revoluation e of that perind wou'd not resar: to| With his second wife, Queen .o
es] =0 1 ' CHMPD Wie ¢ome- vHifiet1] means to ad her The reauit| who had inherited al) !
weed of  Ho y i many of them | vig thit she nos delivered of a gtlll- [virtues of her faiher, Louise |
d soldie Ny Fach par ¥ | horn child and died herself five hours |and was loved by the 1o
rerwurd LIT ren windidates for the o or in the early hours of the 6th of | though outwardly auster
I ‘avember, 1817 even In the end of his i
AL s prrion November. 1830 1 pgane of sharine (he Fnalsh throne|man. One of the firsg o Lo
when the 8 Ine -y Phe excluslon e with his wife's death; but thefll. on coming to the 1 W
ll" ¢ .H 5 l‘ tirnnge, anniner (5., wikition of Prince Leonold in England [expel one who Liad e
J woean threne wad th | oamgined a brilllant one, He had he- [ mistress from the coun ry
hand of ir) ans pringce thpeare” 1 ges the marnifioent estate of O qres Leopoid 1. was ealled the N '
| u‘:- ] \‘ . I"_"". -u---‘,rl‘ .m::u.a.:.mn';\- .',:rlt|'f|\'l..,!ll-i'|‘=]||r:i Furope. He may have hoen t
e i . A A Il' The "'w‘ " 'I“ I 1 ‘;'H‘ 'I'l" a -. A ;' .',.- f the sovepcigns of his tm s
. Vo o el e ] : vlll-.‘H ‘ \I. \A.ll l,' -l“\ o ] Y= 'i“'!‘d more to chane a, 10 thi
; ! e hetweon s wister and the ke | woning of fortune and to prid
' dlotte had Just, to the |l o Kent and the issue of that marring

n his wisdom. by nature an anoora

[ . How H retegted qITe P warg Vieteor's h i . 4 4
: '. ) J 3 ‘.; . | Wi th : v-! nres \\” r "' ":'h h "‘“ hes Wiw love of a crown forced hom o oo
L] i [ nirig 1 urn. hao weame helrp o 1 1rone 4
ept demcerats as hi- M
[ 4 was the litke Princess's chlef od-1 =V s N
! I became a ean- | viger: he mizht hope, as indeed turoed | On December 17, 1860, K Lot
I ( e Chorles X [ out 16 he the case, to remain her chiof ] nold L made his  Joyvous ent
IFran and the itrinee | adviver throuzhont her 1fe: [t was not | Brussels Rorn in 153 !
yvostrengthen ! hevond the bounds of possbhility tha: he | legally of age In 1853, when he ook |
uria with the | might he appointed Regent of Bneand | 2eat in the Senate as helr 1o the throne
M the mother of the|if she sneceeded to the throne dur.ne | Long before he became King W wa
\\ Charies X fell | Lor min eiiy were known ta the world His har-
Laouls 1Y Phe came to the thrune The Relgians recelved thelr new l{.r‘gkuuwr wis reveanled in his specched n
o .
[ | '
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the Snunte, He was determined to con-

pue his father's work and make the
wntry groat and prosperous, Leopoid
.. presorving the appearance of a con-

titutional ruler, had on great occagions
‘orced all to hend befors him. Leopcld
Il. wias born to be an autocrat, and
e one,

Pie gian rulers before him had made
heir joyous entries Into their capltals

alth much splendor and martial dlsplay |

wit often they entered in reality more
14 captives to the burghers than as
Letr lords, The eltizens presented their
geva on bended knees, but at the same
tme they presented thelr anclent char-
(rs to be ratifled, set out Erievances
o be redressed, put forth demands for
cw privileges to be granted before
o« miehty sovereign was permitted to
pres the olty, When King Leopoid 1L
ntereid his eity of Brussels it was he,
not the eitizens, who demanded meas-
s for the clty’s good.
A1l that he promised Belgium for the
ivaincement of the country In  this
dose spesch King Leopold 11 pere
i He came to the throng King of
tile people——a people with great mem-
it is true, but with a narrow out-
When he died Belmium Lad been
node by him a great country. Her bor-
not e enlarged in Europe, but
the eolony he gave the kingdom Hel-
i has an Immense area teeming with
In that eolony is a future under
wn conntry's fag for the ambl-
votrths of Belgium—and there they
w seeking It

s i

riches

The greatest curse that ever fell on 2
on s that of its people’s emigra-
n—it s always the most virlle who
1ve, the weakest who remain at home,
No such curse has fallen or s lkely o

fall on Belglum. The Belgians have the
| fortune to know when they have
A Belgian goes to a distant or

foroiegn land to make hils fortune, not to

seit'e in ity and, his fortune made, he

P

King Leopold II

entirely nohle. To de-

he country he poured his privats

Yoo : For yearg he met the
<tate s defleit by a grant of £40.000 an-

he Belglans un unmixed ip private secrotary and an alde o
were | His secretary's offfce was in Liriss
Itinh-rhﬂa on
wias not improved | gq.h other's heels all

DAY, DECEMBER 20, 1914.

WEAKLINGS AMONG BELGIUM'S PAST R

King, to filll the Congo service, The
Belglan priests and nuns now show
themselves asa arduous for Congo labor
as for thelr tranquil work nt home,
During his Ufetime King Leopold I1.
got little praise for the good work he
did. That he did good work Is forgol-
ten by many uand unknown to more,
Events of hils private life occupy Loo
large a #pace In the public mind. He
was not a faithful husband or a kind
father; but while many of his actlons
as hu band and father have to be de-
plored It must be admitted that his
provocations  were great, and those
he sinned against were, none of them,
free themselves from sin. He was mar-
rled while stil] a youth to a princesas
who never had an interes<t or a thought
In common with him. He was a man of
immetise Intellect.  His wife interested
herse'f In little more chan horses and
dogs. He was the proudeat of men
Allowing hims=e!f more than most men
take of latitude, he fejt disgraced by the
uum‘n'.ﬂ condes n&ion to circus kl"'l“‘l‘h

and actors, Each of his daughters |n
turn wounded his pride. He blamed !l
nagging Princess Rtephania for the

tragedy which ended In the death of her
firat hinsband, Archduke Rudolf, and for
her second marriage, A mesalllance with
one younger than herself. No father,
and he last of all, could pardon the sad

and reckless Princess Loulse for her
actions. Princees (Mementine hils=
voungest dnughter, chafed beneath re.
striction and rebelled against the con-
stant instrucdions and directions of the
Queen. The King took the Princess’s
«ide, and since it was imposs=ible for her
and her mother to live together In har-

mony he allowed her n s=eparate os-
tablishment,

While his nighta were o n to pleas-
ure every moment of King Leopold's

days wag given to bhusinese, His study
in Lasken was a smaill room furnished

n tpe most hideons Viglorian

1ling the Congo State King | There he worked with the assistance of

hicvoles rode | fa=t

| Lacken with the King's orders we
| hy himself on tiny scrap ’ H
business int:rosts wers worldwids ]

turns home to enjoy well carned lel-
ire. In
v lid
gound P« neiite to Belglum
nany T ' hardly a commune |
¢ country which
| embe)ishied by him Itru-sels was
| v noprovinetal town when
me to the throne He made 1t
i was a palace bullder
en i * to the Lst When he
} s borue from the Palace
migh #caffoldings which
¢ new wWor is carrying
i a0 ih geaf-
f ] ( which!
Vs o 2, lust resting
' ros vauit under the
View r than his prevalled
for a4 moment after his
M f King Leopold’s plans
" . Such 18 the Inevitable
r f a mon of great ldeas, but his
dian expansion could not
e
rent things King Leopold did In
n fade Into insignificance before
did In the Congo. That work
\ sl coneeiyed s resulte
\ weviteent. If from being purely
in enterprise it bocame
b tt King £hould not be
' il wtiong with regard to the
for many years were admitted on

when Duke of

to Its budget, A moment came

A ) wnicin!iy rulned  He was
st lon cash to meet

v o nses. At that moment

1 Chambers eame to his res-

v lum not only a large loan

v Iree hard,  Almost at the same

1 Condo State became prof-

The use of rubber in urope and

At i Increased  Immensely, King
I wha looked on gll men, white or

i pawns, forced the natives of

v to ather the rubber for him,

i them but little merey when

1l ot labor as he required; buot

it b remembered if he took muct
m them he gave them more, (v
never marched forward with

| er strides than it has done in the
" Itelglan  soldierg and Relgian
worked and are working slde

w alde to advance it The pav given
Congza oflcinls has never bheen great
vt ters were never wanting from |
tho Dhlian army, alwiays loyal to Its’

-

formed dozens of
he Congo lat also In China, R

TMpatiies n

Germany and eisewhere,  Thes m
panies were composed,  nominaliy
ycialea of his lLiousd d, his seemetat
his doctor. his lawvers, his tnker
all, In connection with these companies
woere, AsS Lo . men of st W

The Belzians are not invaria moral
but they are not hyp e Ihey
ferred the ruler to make fa
parade of virtues he did not possos.
Ceanda)l busied liself with King la

pold’s name, but neither King nor peopl
heeded it, and the reproving voice

Church was silenced as lus end drow
near by a marrtage betwes the Kit
and she who was Lils companion at
last. Thiz marriage was not m

ganatic, for morgandti marriages ar

unknow elginm, buat it was exi
legal, as it received the benediction of
the Church witthout the Civie rite nece
sary to legalize marriages In Belgtum
When the King died =he wno was his

wife in the eves of the Church, mou
nificently dowered, passcd out of 1ei-
gium and Belgian lListory,

Albert, the present King of the el
gians, came to the throne, ag tar as
Belgian people knew, lttle bwetior \
an untried stripling At the time of
hig succession he was 40 Meals Vi
wnd the father of three childy yert
something of a boyish look about !}
long, slim figure, joined to his trick of

Lij ng frequently, made this princely
General of the Belgian army seem a
Loy in his teensa.  As heir to the thro

he had taRen his seat in the Senate on

the death of his father, and in t
senate he had delivered speeches, bu
these speeches were far different from
those his uncle and predecessor d
Hyered when he sat in the Sesate as

heir to the throne. King Leopold 11
Hrabant huad already
wide views and the determination of th
cinpire maker. Prince Albert's speeches
read with busiful hesitancy  akin
mumbiing, dealt with somewhat wate r- |
i#h economic projects The truth wi
that the future Kinw, though not .
vold of courage and resolut'on, stood

the
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King Leopold L

Beluians Curious Mixture of Industrious
Toilersand Warlike Patriots Descended
From Celtic and Germanic | ribes
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